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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. xvm.

Conduct of
the Protest-
ant States.

and it was natural that ideas struggling into existence
and activity should work erringly and imperfectly for a
time. By a few inflammable minds liberty was carried
into antinomianism, and produced the wildest excesses of
Life and doctrine. Several fantastic sects arose, refusing
to conform to the ordinary rules without which human
society could not subsist. But these commotions neither
spread widely nor lasted long. Far more pervading and
more remarkable was the other error, if that can be called
an error which was the almost unavoidable result of the
circumstances of the time. The principles which had led
the Protestants to sever themselves from the Roman
Church, should have taught them to bear with the
opinions of others, and warned them from the attempt to
connect agreement in doctrine or manner of worship with
the necessary forms of civil government. Still less ought
they to have enforced that agreement by civil penalties;
for faith, upon their own shewing, had no value save when
it was freely given. A church which does not claim to be
infallible is bound to allow that some part of the truth
may possibly be with its adversaries: a church which
permits or encourages human reason to apply itself to
revelation has no right first to argue with people and then
to punish them if they are not convinced. But whether
it was that men only half saw what they had done, or that
finding it hard enough to unrivet priestly fetters, they
welcomed all the aid a temporal prince could give, the
result was that religion, or rather religious creeds, began
to be involved with politics more closely than had ever
been the case before. Through the greater part of Chris-
tendom wars of religion raged for a century or more, and
down to our own days feelings of theological antipathy
continue to affect the relations of the powers of Europe.